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An Accompt of [ome Books.
LProfe de Signors Academici di Bolognas in Bologna, 1672
in 4°,
Hisis a Complex of 15. Difcourfes, at feveral times

l made by feveral perfons of the llluftrious Academy
of Bologna, publifh’d under the Prefidentfhip of the Noble
Count Valerio Zani,  Though thele differtations be allin-
genious and learned,each in their kind ; yet we {hall here
chiefly take notice of the laft of them ( as moft futable to
the defign of thefe Tralts, ) compofed by the Excellent
Signor Montanari, concerniog the admirable Changes and
cther Nevelties obferv'd in the Heavens. Touching which
fubject the Author fcruples not to affirm againft the tond
Maintainers of the Immutability and Incorruptibility of the
Celeftial Bodies, that there is not one Conftellation, which
ferveth not for anInftance of wonderfulNovelties and fre-
quent Changes, either by the Acceflion of New Stars not
difcover'd before, or by the Extin&ion of fome of thofe
that had been obferv’d formerly, or by increafe of
Lightin fome, or the diminution of it in others. In the pro.
ving of this Aflertion he is very particular ; yet fo that he
referrs the Reader to a large Treatife, heis now preparing
under the Title of the INSTABILITIES of the FIRMA-
MENT ; not doubting but that he fhall make it out to the
Affertors of the Incorruptibility of thefe Vifible Heavens,
that even in the Stars ancieotly defcribed there are obferv’d
fuch Changes, as would be fufficient to make Ariffotle him.
felf, if alive, change his opinion inthis point.

Amongft the many particulars, io which this Authorin.
ftanceth to make good his Affismation, fuch as are the Con.
fellations of Andromeda, Perfeins, Urfa, Draco,and almoft
all the Northern ones, he noteth, thae, having of late years
found a confiderable diverfity in the Plesades, and the nu-
merous Stars there-about, from them as they were defzris
bed byGalilez,he hath taken the pains of defcribing them a-
nzw by a Telefcope of 20 palmes,(that is, about 1 31 foor,)
and exhibited themin this very Tract. Nor
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Nor does he donbt, but thefe Changes in the Fixt Stars
have been frequent in other times ; unregarded therefore
becaufe it feem'd to men too abfurd,that fuch glorious parts
of Nature, as the Heavens and Stars are, fhould alfo be
fubje& to fuch viciffitades and alteratians ; as if the mani.
fold Wif{dom and Power of the Great Creator and Supream
Governor of the Uaiverfe did not as well fhine forth from
the one, as the other.

Ifit be objeéted,that the Appearance and Dif-appearance
of thofe Stars may be afcribed to their Elongation from,
and Proximity to our Eyes : He anfwers, frf, That of all
the Celeftial Motions there being obferv’d none but what
areCircular or at leaft approaching toCircular,if we fhould
think fo of the Fixt Stars that appear anew, then the Plane
of that Circle being over the Plane of our Eye, the Upper
partof that Circle muft needs be remoterfrom the Lower
parg,for Stars of the fecond Maguitude, more than ix times
atleaft; that is to fay, that the Star in difappearing to our
Eye muft be removed at leaft fix times farther off than when
irappeared brighteft : Inwhich cale we muft needs fee that
Star move inanapparent ftraightline, orin anArchofa
great Circle of above 19 degrees ; which is moft con-
trary to-all Obfervation, by which it is notorions,that none
of them do recede from their apparent firft placeisecondly,
That not only in the lately meotion'd Hypothefes of the Cir.
cle, but alfo fuppofing the Motion of {uch stars through a
fteaight line pafiing directly over our Eye, the faid dis
ftances of thofe Stars, fix times multiplyed by us, - would
not be {uflicient to {alve the Phenomenon of being {een for a
determinate time, and then to difappear; butit would be
requifice to fuppofe in a manser an infinite profundity of
the Stellar Sphere : an Exorbitaney not to be admitted,
where no other reafon urgeth to do it than the falving of
fuchAppearances,All which helargely explaineth in his dif:
courfe; concluding it with a Confideration,which imports,
that, ince Aftronomers do now generally agree, thatthe
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Fixt Starsare, like the Sun, encbled with their cwn native
Light, he feesno inconvenience in it to zffirm, that they
muft alfo be fubje 1o the incurficns of fuch Spots, as the
Sunis, which frequently augmentirg abcut them do ob-
{cure,impair,or quite abfcond theirLight, & thatfemetimes
for a long,fometimes for a fhort time, & by turns,accerding
as the matter,of which they are made up, gathers tegether
in great or {mall quantity.And therefore it fuch bodies up:
on a fudden meet about any Star, which for many ages,be-
ing free from fuch darkning m .tter,did fhine very bright to
us, what wonder,it fhould be obfcured,or vanith altogether?
Again, if any Star, which before had alwaies about it fuch
a quanti'y of Spots, as that for a long time it was counted to
be (for example) of the fourth Mrgnitude,do unexpected-
ly unvailits fice, it will then fhine forth acd challenge poffi.
bly the place of a Star of the fecond or firft Magnitude «
Again, if any Star, having been for many ages confin'dte
a §ark pz—ifon among thefe Spots,do break Prifon and thow
its formerly reftrain®d I ight; what wonder, if there appear
tousa New and neverbefore feen Star? Andifby arne
colle@ion of Spots it return to its former imprifonment 3
what wonderyif we lofc again the Splendor of it ? Luftly,if
one only part of the body of any Star lets out its internal
luftre, and have a period.cal motionaboutits own Centey;
yeu'l {ee it,no lefs than that of Bullialdus’s in the #hale, ap-

ear at certain determinate times, untill a new mafs of col-
leced Spots, or a new Opening of the fame do occafion an
unexpected alteration, ' .

Thefe our Author propofes as Poffible Caufes of fuch Ef:
fe&s 3 remitting thofe, that require Indubitable ones, to that
of Lucan Pharfal. 1. 1.

Querite guos agstet Mundilabor s at mibi femper
Tu, quecunque mewves tamcrebros Caulu meatus,
Dt Superi voluere, {41 s, st
So much of this Exercitation,which we confider as moft

proper forour purpofe. Asforthe others, we fhall but
name -
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name fome of them, o7, Ofall forts of Equeftrian Games
and Exercifes 5 of all forts of Baths,, and the various Entei-
tainments therein yof the feveral Se&s of Philofophers,and
the Genuin Method of Philofophifing, here efteem’d to be
the Experimental way 5 of the Phyfical Caufes of the repu.
ted Sympathies and Antipathies of things 5 of Mufical In-
tervals,and of Mufick in general 5 of Moral Philofophy.¢c.

11. Relation de divers Voyages €urieux 5 1V Partie. A Paris,
1672.in fol,

His Fourth part of the Curious Voyages of the wor-

thy M. Thevenot is as yet but begun, there being on-

ly printed of it and tran{mitted to us two Difcourfes, the

one containing a Pourtraiture of the Indians by D. Juan de

Palafox, Bithop dea Putbla de los Angelos ; the other being a

Relation of the Voyages of N. N.into the River dells Plaza
and from thence over Land into Perox,

Concerning the former, the faid Bifhop having in News
Spainfor feveral years exercifed the Charge of Vifitor and
Vice-Royas well as Bifhop,and thereby acquired a perfe&
knowledg of the evils,which thofe Indians were made to fuf-
fer, he prefented this difcoutfe to Philip IV. King of Spain,
to acquaint him with the Innocence of thofe people,theill
treatment they lay under, and the remedies that might te
adminiftred for it

In defcribing their nature and manners,je affirms, that
there can hardly be any people more humble, more geatle
and lefs intereffed 5 that never areidle,but alwaies employ-
ed by the Strangers fet over them; that know no Envy; that
are very chaft except when overtaken with drink, which
they are the more fubje@ to, becauf= they eat but little,
Though theyaregoo natured and {ezmingly innocent,yet,
[aith be, they want no wit3 of which hic ziledgeth many Ex-
amples : Among others praiferh the fa;:2ivy by which one
of thofe Indians convinced a Spania:s o hive ftollen his
Horfe. For,when that Indian{aw tha: 1. judge,what pains
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‘{oever he took in examining the accufed party, could find
no proof of the Theft, hethrew his cloak overthe ftolne
Hor{es head, asking the Theif; of what Eye the Horfe was
blind ? The thief, being pufled, and yet uowilling to appear
mute, an{wer'd at random, of tbe right Eye. Whereupon the
Indianjuncovering the Horfes head,faid,’ Tis plain,theHorfe
is none of thine, forthou knoweft not, that he is neither
blind of the right nor of the left Eye.

Befides, he taketh noticejthat there are good Mufitians
amongft them,that manage their voyce well; that play on
all forts of Inftruments, and found a Trumpet very well;
that have Mufick-books in their Chappels, and Mafters of
Mufick in all the Parochial Churches.

Further, he tells us,that they are very dextrousin cutting
and polithing Pretious-ftones , of which alfo and their vic:
tues they are faid by him to be very skilful ; as they alfo are
of thevirtues of Plants, whence they draw good and ve:
ry fuccesful remedies againft many difeafes and infirmities.

Again,he commends both their dexterity and courage,in
that they caft themfelves ftark naked into the water,and get-
ting upon the back of a Crocodile, take the opportunity,
when the Beaft opens his throat,to puta ftick of half an Ell
long betwixt his teeth, and {o draw him with a cord, tyed
to the ftick, a thore,&3¢.

The other Difcourfe is made by one 4carete aBifeayan,who
having failed A. 1657, from €adiz to Buenes-ayres in the Sou-
thern America, about the Mouth of the River dela Plata,
was fent from thence over Land into Peros, which is above
400 Leagues 5 in which Voyage he made many not con-
temptible Obfervations. He ftay'd fome time atPozoff,where
he faw the Silver-and- Gold:Mines,and affiting at the mag-
nificent folennity celebrated for the Birth of the Prince of
Spain,he was an Eye:witnefs, that the Streets,where the Pro-
ceffion pafs'd,were paved all along with barres of Silver.

He defcribes very exa&ly the Countries of America, he
pafs'd through 3 noting the Scituation of the places, the A_
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nimals and Plants to be found there, the Temperature of
the Air, the Manners of the Inhabitants,their aumber,their
wealth, and the commodities they trade in.

H1e obferves, that about the Upper part of the river -
rugaisstowards Parana and the Province of Paraguais, there
are rich Gold-mines, difcover’d by Fefuites; of which the
Gold is much finer than that of Perou,

I the famz Province growsan Herb call'd Herb of Para.
guais,ordinarily given to the Mine-men 2fHlicted by the Sul-
phureous and other damps of the Mines,who are recover'd
by drinking the decoction thereof, which makes themvo-
mit up with great eafe whatever troubles their ftomack,

In the way from Buenos-ayres to Percu, about S. Jago del
Eftro,as he met with Tigersvery fierce, fo he found theLy:
ons very gentle. About the fame place he found thofe Anis
mals call’d Guanacos, asbig as Horfes, withlong necks,lit-
tle heads, and fhort tayls; having in their ftomack the Be-
zoar-ftone.

Speaking of the 0ftriches abounding in that Country, he
relateth a remarkable thing, which he faithhe hath feen,
viz. That, when that Bird is hatching her Eggs, aad
they are ready to hatch the breaks four of them and car-
ties them to the four coruers of the place the is hatching
in: which Eggs thus broken coming to corruptsthereis in a
little time bred cut of them a great quantity of worms,
with which the youngones, when hatched, are fed untill
they are able to go and feek for their food eifewhere, &¢,

Errata in this Tra&.
P. 5108, |, 2. r. March for Febr. p. SUS. 1. 7. . Phenomena.
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